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To my sisters 
Who enjoy sharing 


See 
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Watermelon is my favorite summer 
food. The other day, my parents 
brought two watermelons home. 
One is bigger than the other. 





| was so excited. 
| volunteered to halve them. 





What? Halve them? 












/ Oh, | meant | am going to cut each 
of them in two equal parts. 





| can help. | know how to do that. 
[Younger Bro breaks a cracker] 


There, | got two halves! 


One Whole 








cut in two 





Two Parts 





They are not equal! 
They are not halves. 





huh? 





To halve something, we need to cut it in 
two EQUAL parts. 

Like last time | broke the special flavor 
chocolate bar carefully in the middle, so 
that you and | would each get a fair share. 





cut in two unequally cuth two ually 


BEM one Whole 








Two unequal parts Two equal parts 
Two Halve-Nots Two Halves 





You didn’t want to but mom told you to. 
She said “cut it in half”. That was loud. 





... Whatever, that’s called halving too. 





My teacher Ms. L Squared says that 
when we divide something into two 
equal parts, we get two halves. 


Each part is called a “half”. 





One Whole 





PA bys, 
n a aa Two Equal Parts 


One Half One Half Two Halves 


Ok, | can half, oh, no, | meant halve. 


| can help to make sure you cut the 
watermelons in the middle. 
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Hey, now we have ... four halves! 


A half for mom, 
a half for dad, 


a half for you, D Ù 





and a half for me. 





We all have one half. 
| am fair too. 
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TE WAIT, this is not fair! 


Your half is bigger than mine. 
We don't have the same half. 





Huh? 





Your half is from the BIG 
watermelon, 


My half is from the SMALL 
watermelon. 


So yours is bigger than mine. 








Aha, now | get it, that’s why Ms. L 
Squared often says half of something. 
She doesn't just say half. 


Not all the halves are the same. 





Ms. L Squared says that when we divide 
something into two equal parts, 

we get two halves. 

Each part is called a “half” of the whole thing. 





One Whole 





I 
divided by >~ 


7 ; Two Equal Parts of the Whole 





One Half of the Whole One Half of the Whole Two Halves of the Whole 


15 


Look, your half and mom’s half are from the big watermelon. 


ip One Big watermelon 


Half of the Big watermelon Half of the Big watermelon Two Halves of the Big watermelon 








My half and dad's half are from the small watermelon. 


One Small watermelon 





Half of the Small watermelon Half of the Small watermelon Two Halves of the Small watermelon 
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One Big watermelon is bigger than One Small watermelon 
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Half of the Small 
watermelon 





Half of the Small 
watermelon 


Half of the Big 
watermelon 


Half of the Big 
watermelon 


is bigger than 


The two watermelons have different sizes to start with. 
The halves of the watermelons are still different. 
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Okay, here are some candies. 
lf we have two candies to share, 








how should | share to be fair? 





One for you and one for me. 
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Half of TWO candies Half of TWO candies Two Halves of TWO candies 


TWO candies 





Okay, we each have one candy, half of the two. 








What if we have four candies to share then? 







One for you and one for me, 
one for you and one for me. 





FOUR candies 





Half of FOUR candies Half of FOUR candies Two Halves of FOUR candies 







See? We now each have two candies, half of the four. 


Starting with more candies, 
we each get more, right? 





FOUR candies is more than TWO candies 






Half of FOUR candies\ Half of FOUR candies 


Half of TWO candies / Half of TWO candies 


Remember the chocolate bar that we shared? 


» Had mom happened to have another 
chocolate bar at that time, we would have not 
needed to share one at all. 





Oh yah, | would get one bar for myself, 
the whole thing, not just half of it. 





TWO chocolate bars 


is more than ONE chocolate bar 
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Half of TWO 
chocolate bars 





Halfoftwo iS morethan paifofonNe 
chocolate bars chocolate bar 








Half of ONE 
chocolate bar 
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Well, this is the same for the watermelon. 
The more we have to share, 
the more we each would get. 





[Younger Bro gets bored and just wants to eat. 
He says:] Fine. What can we do to be fair then? 








Hmmm... 


- [looking at the four pieces of 














What about halving each of them again? 
Then we get 


four small parts from the small watermelon 
and 


four big parts from the big watermelon... 
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Eight! We will have eight halves! 





Wait, they are not the same half... 
NOOOOOOO, not again! 





